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Years 10-11 Greek, Euripides Hippolytus 375-86.

Phaedra speaks:

375 1Mon mot’ AAAWG VUKTOG €V HAKQWL XQOVWL
Ovntov époovtio’ N déPpOaptar Blog.
Kol HoL dOKOVLOLV OV KATa YVWUTS GUOLV
TIOAOCTELY KAKIOV'+ E0TLYAQ TO Y €V PQOVELY
TOAAOLOWV: aAAa TN’ abpntéov TOde:

380 ta xonot émotapecOa kal yryvwWOKOEY,
OVK EKTIOVOLMEV O, Ol ueV agylag UTo,
ot 0" Ndov1 Vv Eobévtec avti TOL KAAov
AANV v+ etot O 1)doval toAAat Blov,
HaxQal te Acoxat kal OX0AT, TEQTIVOV KAKOV,

385 aldwg ter dlooal O elotv, | HEV OV KaKT),

386 10 ax0Bog olkwv:
Why do people mess up their lives?

I have pondered before now in other circumstances in the night’s long watches how it
is that the lives of mortals are in ruins. I think that it is not owing to the nature of
their wits that they fare worse than they might, since many people possess good sense.
Rather, one must look at it this way: [380] we know and understand what is noble but
do not bring it to completion. Some fail from laziness, others because they give
precedence to some other pleasure than being honorable. Life’s pleasures are many,
long leisurely talks—a pleasant evil— [385] and the sense of awe. Yet they are of
two sorts, one pleasure being no bad thing, another a burden upon houses.

Translation by David Kovacs



